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Status 

1 )[3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 24 February 2004 . 
2a)I3 This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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4) S Claim(s) 1-21 is/are pending in the application. 
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Detailed Action 

Status of Claims: 

Claims 1-21 are pending in this Office Action. 

Claims 1-12, 14-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent Number 5,533,174 by Flowers et al ("Flowers"). 

Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being obvious over U.S. Patent No. 
5,533,174 by Flowers et al in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,452,692 by Yacoub. 

Foreign Priority 

Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted on August 21, 2000 under 35 
U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which papers have been placed of record in the file. Attention is directed to 
the fact that the date for which foreign priority is claimed is not the date of the filed application 
acknowledged in the oath or declaration. The priority data of August 20, 1999 is given priority. 

Drawings 

The drawings were received on August 21, 2000. These drawings are accepted and 
approved. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed in the amendment filed February 17, 2004, Paper No. 4, have 
been fully considered but they are not persuasive. The reasons are set forth below. 
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Applicant's invention as claimed : 

Claims 1-12, 14-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent Number 5,533,174 by Flowers et al ("Flowers"). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis 
for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Regarding claim 1, a data communication system comprising a client computer (Flowers: 
col. 2, line 52; workstation or printer; Figure 2, tag 12, 14) and a server (Flowers: col. 2, line 52; 
"FAF font server"; Figure 2, tag 16) that are capable of communicating data with each other 
(Flowers: col. 2, lines 52-59; col. 4, lines 1 1; network bus), wherein said client computer 
includes a first font transmitting unit (Flowers: col. 4, lines 16-21; Figure 2, tag 30) for 
transmitting font information data representing fonts capable of being output at said client 
computer (Flowers: col. 9, lines 52-60; col. 4, lines 28-36); and 

said server includes: 

a first receiving unit for receiving the font information data that has been transmitted 
from said first font transmitting unit of said client computer (Flowers: col. 4, lines 28-36; 
receives from a client); 

a font search unit for searching for fonts, which are capable of being output at said client 
computer, from among fonts capable of being output at said server, on the basis of fonts 
represented by the font information data that has been received by said first receiving unit 
(Flowers: col. 4, lines 50-67; col. 9, lines 41-52); and 
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a second font transmitting unit for transmitting font information data representing the 
fonts, which have been found by said font search unit, to said client computer (Flowers: col. 4, 
lines 28-36; col. 9, lines 15-19). 

Regarding claim 2, the system according to claim 1, wherein said client computer further 
includes an operating-system transmitting unit for transmitting operating-system data, which 
represents an operating system of said client computer, to said server (col. 2, lines 52-60; 
compatible with operating system; col. 4, lines 50-55; col. 12, lines 44-47); and 

said server further includes an operating-system data receiving unit for receiving the 
operating-system data transmitted from said operating-system data transmitting unit of said client 
computer (Flowers: col. 4, lines 28-36; receives from a client; col. 4, lines 50-55); 

said font search unit searching for fonts, which are capable of being output at said client 
computer, on the basis of the operating system represented by the operating-system data that has 
been received by said operating-system data receiving unit and the fonts represented by the font 
information data that has been received by said first receiving unit (Flowers: col. 2, lines 52-60 ; 
col 4, lines 28-36, lines 50-67; col. 9, lines 13-19, lines 20-29, lines 52-60). 

Regarding claim 3, the system according to claim 2, wherein said server further includes 
a first reporting unit for reporting fonts, which are capable of being output, in association with an 
operating system (Flowers: col. 9, lines 20-60; client queries the server, the server responds with 
a list of fonts meeting requirements; col 4, lines50-55; operating data is a requirement; col 8, 
lines 36-53). 

Regarding claim 4, the system according to claim 1, wherein said client computer further 
includes: 

a selection unit for selecting a type of document to be created (Flowers: col. 5, lines 6- 
16); and 

a selection-data transmitting unit for transmitting selection data, which represents the 
type of document selected by said selection unit, to said server (Flowers: col. 4, lines 50-55; data 
layout and data format); and 
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said server further includes a selection-data receiving unit for receiving the document 
selection data that has been transmitted from said client computer (network communication col. 
2, lines 52-60); 

said font search unit searching for fonts, which are capable of being output at said client 
computer, on the basis of the type of document represented by the selection data that has been 
received by said selection data receiving unit and the font information data that has been 
received by said first receiving unit (Flowers: col. 4, lines 28-36; receives from a client; col 8, 
lines 36-53). 

Regarding claim 5, the system according to claim 4, wherein said server further includes 
a second reporting unit for reporting fonts, which are capable of being output, in association with 
the type of document (Flowers: col. 8, lines 36-53). 

Regarding claim 10, the system according to claim 1, wherein said client computer 
(Flowers: col. 2, line 52; workstation or printer; Figure 2, tag 12, 14) further comprises a font 
name display device (Flowers: col 9, lines 30-44; col. 10, lines 56-64) that displays a font name 
represented by the font information data transmitted from said second font transmitting unit of 
said server (Flowers: col. 6, lines 54-65; name identifiers; the server returns to the client a list or 
a font which is identified by the name identifier referenced through the tables). 

Regarding claim 1 1, the system according to claim 1, wherein said client computer further 
comprises: 

a font determination unit that determines a font used in the edited image (col. 11, lines 
30; bitmaps) from among the font information data transmitted from said second font 
transmitting unit of said server (Flowers: col. 1 1, lines 27-37; name identifier or a structure 
name; lines 52-61); and 

image editing means for editing an image using a font determined by said font 
determination unit (Flowers: col. 1 1, lines 62- col. 12, line 2). 
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Regarding claim 14, the system of claim 1, wherein a storage capacity of the server is larger than 
that of a storage capacity of the client computer (Flowers: col. 4, lines 22-27). 

Regarding claim 1 5, the system according to claim 2, wherein said operating-system data 
comprises a type of document being created by the client computer (Flowers: col. 5, lines 6-16; 
col. 4, lines 50-55). 

Regarding claim 16, the system according to claim 1, 

further comprising a printer attached to said server (Flowers: Figure 1, Figure 2). 

Regarding claim 17, the system according to claim 16, wherein said font information data, 
including fonts capable of being output from said server and capable of being output at said 
client computer, comprises fonts capable of being printed by said printer (Flowers: col. 2, lines 
52- col. 3, line 15). 

Regarding claim 6, a client computer capable of communicating data with a server, 
wherein (Flowers: col. 2, lines 52-61): 

font information data representing fonts capable of being output at said client computer 
are transmitted from said client computer to said server (Flowers: col. 2, lines 64- col. 3, line 5; 
col. 3, lines 28-36, lines 50-55); and 

said server searches fonts capable of being output at said server for fonts capable of being 
output at said client computer based upon fonts represented by the font information data that has 
been transmitted from said client computer, and transmits font information data representing the 
fonts that have been found to said client computer (Flowers: col. 4, lines 50-67; col. 9, lines 41- 
52); 

said client computer having: 

a receiving unit for receiving font information data that has been transmitted from said 
server (Flowers: col. 4, lines 16-21; Figure 2, tag 30); and 

a reporting unit for reporting fonts represented by the font information data that has been 
received by said receiving unit (Flowers: col. 9, lines 20-29). 
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Regarding claim 7, a server capable of communicating data with a client computer, 
comprising (Flowers: col. 2, lines 52-60): 

a receiving unit for receiving font information data transmitted from said client computer 
and representing fonts capable of being output at said client computer (Flowers: col 4, lines 28- 
36; receives from a client); 

a search unit for searching for fonts, which are capable of being output at said client 
computer, from among fonts capable of being output at said server, on the basis of fonts 
represented by the font information data that has been received by said first receiving unit 
(Flowers: col. 9, lines 40-43; lines 55-58); and a transmitting unit for transmitting font 
information data, which represents fonts that have been found by said search unit, to said client 
computer (Flowers: col. 4, lines 50-67; col. 9, lines 41-52). 

Regarding claim 8, a method of controlling a server which communicates data with a 
client computer, comprising the steps of (Flowers: col. 2, lines 52-60): 

receiving font information data that has been transmitted from the client computer and 
that represents fonts capable of being output at said client computer (Flowers: col 4, lines 28-36; 
col. 2, lines 52-60); searching for fonts, which are capable of being output at the client computer, 
from among fonts capable of being output at the server, on the basis of fonts represented by the 
font information data that has been received (Flowers: col. 9, lines 30-44); and 

transmitting font information data representing the fonts that have been found to the 
client computer. (Flowers: col. 4, lines 28-36; col. 9, lines 15-19) 

Regarding claim 9, a computer-readable recording medium (Flowers: col. 1, lines 8 and 
9) storing a program for controlling a client computer capable of communicating with a server 
(col. 2, lines 52-60), wherein the client computer transmits font information data representing 
fonts capable of being output at said client computer to the server (col. 4, lines 28-36), said 
server searches fonts capable of being output at said server for fonts capable of being output at 
said client computer based upon fonts represented by the font information data that has been 
transmitted from said client computer (col. 9 lines 36-45 where the client further queries the 
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servers list to search for the font), and transmits font information data representing the fonts that 
have been found to said client computer (Flowers: col. 4, lines 28-36; col. 9, lines 15-19) said 
program controlling the client computer so as to: 

receive font information data that has been transmitted from said server (Flowers: col. 4, 
lines 28-36; col. 9, lines 15-19, lines 30-52); and 

report fonts represented by the font information data that has been received (Flowers: col 9, 
lines 20-29; col. 10, lines 57-64). 

Regarding claim 12, a data communications system comprising: 

means for communicating data between a client computer and a server (Flowers: col. 2, 
lines 52-61), 

wherein said client computer comprises means for transmitting font information data 
including fonts capable of being output at said client computer (Flowers: col. 4, lines 16-36); and 
wherein said server comprises: 

means for receiving the font information data transmitted from said means for 
transmitting (Flowers: col. 4, lines 28-36); 

means for searching for fonts (Flowers: col. 9, lines 30-44; responding to queries), 
capable of being output at said client computer, from among fonts capable of being output at said 
server, on the basis of the font information data received by said means for receiving (Flowers: 
col. 2, lines 62-67; col. 4, lines 28-36, lines 50-55); and 

second means for transmitting font information data, including the fonts that have 
been identified by said means for searching, to said client computer (Flowers: col. 9, lines 14- 
20). 

Regarding claim 18, a data communications server comprising: 

a client computer (Flowers: col. 2, lines 52-60; Figure 2, tag 12); and 

a server in communication with said client computer (Flowers: col. 2, lines 52-60; Figure 

2, tag 16); 

wherein said client computer comprises: 
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a first font transmitting unit that transmits a first font information data from said 
server (Flowers: col. 4, lines 28-36; col. 9, lines 30-32); and 
wherein said server comprises: 

a second receiving unit for receiving the first font information data transmitted 
from said first font transmitting unit of said client computer (Flowers: col. 4, lines 28-36); and 

a second font transmitting unit that transmits the second font information data 
from said server to said client computer (Flowers: col. 9, lines 14-29); and 

means for ensuring that a font employed by the client computer is capable of 
being output by the server (Flowers: col. 6, lines 24-29; col. 4, lines 28-36). 

Regarding claim 19, the system according to claim 18, wherein said means for ensuring 
comprises: 

a font search unit that searches for fonts capable of being output at said client computer 
and capable of being output at said server (Flowers: col. 9, lines 30-44; responding to queries), 
based on the first font information data received from said client computer by said first receiving 
unit (Flowers: col. 4, lines 28-36), and generates said second font information data comprising 
fonts capable of being output at said client computer and capable of being output at said server 
(Flowers: col. 9, lines 30-52). 

Regarding claim 20, the system according to claim 19, 

further comprising a printer attached to said server, said printer capable of printing fonts 
output from said server (Flowers: col. 2, lines 52-60). 

Regarding claim 21, the system according to claim 19, wherein said font information data, 
including fonts capable of being output from said server and capable of being output at said 
client computer, comprises fonts capable of being printed by a printer of the server (Flowers: col. 
2, lines 62-67; col. 4, lines 28-36, lines 50-55). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being obvious over U.S. Patent No. 
5,533,174 by Flowers et al in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,452,692 by Yacoub. 

Regarding claim 13, 

The Flowers reference teaches the system according to claim 1 , a printer and client 
connected to a server (Flowers: col. 2, lines 52-60) that determines printer and client 
requirements (Flowers: col. 4, lines 50-55) 

The Flowers reference does not explicitly state the printing quality of the server is greater 
than that of a printing quality of the client computer. 

The Yacoub reference teaches a networked printer server (Yacoub: col. 2, lines 26-29) 
that searches out the highest quality printer that meets the print job (Yacoub: col. 5, lines 9-16) 

The Yacoub reference further teaches the system that processes the print jobs reduces the 
level of user interaction and increases effectiveness of printing (Yacoub: col. 1, lines 13-20, lines 
37-43) 

Therefore it would have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of ordinary skill 
in the art to create a printer and client system network system as taught by Flowers while a 
server coupled to higher quality printers as taught by Yacoub in order to increase effectiveness 
higher quality jobs (Yacoub: col. 1, lines 13-20, lines 37-43) 



The Applicant Argues : 



* 
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Applicant argues with regards to claim 1 , Flowers teaches sending to the client a list of 
all catalogues available from the server. Applicant argues the client does not send a list of the 
server. 

In response , the examinerjespectfiilly submits: 

Regarding claim 1, a data communication system comprising a client computer (Flowers: 
col. 2, line 52; workstation or printer; Figure 2, tag 12, 14) and a server (Flowers: col. 2, line 52; 
"FAF font server"; Figure 2, tag 16) that are capable of communicating data with each other 
(Flowers: col. 2, lines 52-59; col. 4, lines 11; network bus), wherein said client computer 
includes a first font transmitting unit (Flowers: col. 4, lines 16-21; Figure 2, tag 30) for 
transmitting font information data representing fonts capable of being output at said client 
computer (Flowers: col. 9, lines 52-60; col. 4, lines 28-36); and 

said server includes: 

a first receiving unit for receiving the font information data that has been transmitted 
from said first font transmitting unit of said client computer (Flowers: col. 4, lines 28-36; 
receives from a client); 

a font search unit for searching for fonts, which are capable of being output at said client 
computer, from among fonts capable of being output at said server, on the basis of fonts 
represented by the font information data that has been received by said first receiving unit 
(Flowers: col. 4, lines 50-67; col. 9, lines 41-52); and 

a second font transmitting unit for transmitting font information data representing the 
fonts, which have been found by said font search unit, to said client computer (Flowers: col. 4, 
lines 28-36; col. 9, lines 15-19). 

The Flowers reference teaches FAF font server that receives print or display requirements 
received from a client (Flowers: col. 4, lines 28-36). The limitation states the client sends data 
representing fonts capable of being output. The Flowers reference does disclose sending data 
from the client to the server to meet its capabilities (Flowers: col. 4, lines 50-55; col. 2, lines 64- 
67). The Flowers reference further teaches the catalogues are client specified by on licenses, 
applications, and other significant data (Flowers: col. 8, lines 37-48). 
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Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action (the added claims). Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Benjamin R Bruckart whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
0324. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-5:30PM with every other Friday off 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hosain Alam can be reached on (703) 308-6662. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 

Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 

may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 

applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 

system, see http://pair-difect.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 

system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Benjamin R Bruckart 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2155 
brb 

March 4, 2003 



HOSAIN ALAM 



